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The cultivation of perennials as flowering pot plant has more importance nowdays 
thanking to the low heating demand during cultivation. These products can be realized in two 
periods of the year: species flowering in the year of propagation can be sold in summer and 
others timing for winter and early spring flowering. In order to the profitable cultivation we 
have to examine the growing and developing ability, flowering dynamic of the given taxon 
growing in pot. Very important question is the need of jarovization. The aim of the 
experiment carried out in 2008-2009 in the Hermann Garden Dunaharaszti, Hungary was to 
size up the possibility of cultivation of Erodium × variable A.C. ‘Leslie Bishop’s Form’ as 
flowering pot plant. Plants were put in 9 cm pots, one rooted cutting in each pot in 5th of June 
2008. In order to determine the habitat of the planting the first year the length of the longest 
shoot, in the second year the length of the longest petiole was measured. For the examination 
of flowering intensity, we counted the number of flowers per plant. In the first stage of the 
experiment, we measured the plants weekly according to the intensive development, later we 
measured monthly. After the plant reached the edge of the pot they were put to open ground 
conditions, and they were over-wintered in unheated plastic house. We pointed out that 
Erodium × variable A.C. ‘Leslie Bishop’s Form’ is suitable for timing in the first year (11 
flowers/plant in 30th July) but flowering is more intensive in the second year (26 flowers/plant 
in 30th April). The habitat of plants was strong and compact, the length of longest shoots was 
9.25 cm average, the size of longest petiole was between 5.5-5.6 cm by the 66% of plants.  
Based on our results Erodium × variable A.C. ‘Leslie Bishop’s Form’ is suitable for growing 
as flowering pot plant for summer and for spring (Mothers’ day) sale. More research is 
needed to clear the timing possibilities. 
 
 
 
 
